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prospect that the first English officers saw
when they set to work to hold It against the
Dutch, who at that time were trying to dis-
pute with England the trade of the East.
There is a certain instinct which sees the signi-
ficance of a site from a strategic or commercial
point of view when to a careless eye it appears
most unpromising. It is the possession of
this quality which has secured to England its
supremacy over Its rivals. When Bombay
was linked to the surrounding islands, when
Surat (the approach to which was dominated by
neighbouring Portuguese settlements) began
to lose its power, then the wisdom of the
English in clinging to Bombay became ap-
parent to all. The great natural harbour
which they had thus secured placed under
their control one of the gates of India,
What a splendid city it is, too, spread out
over Its island site, fronting a harbour like a
landlocked sea, which shelters the trade of
an Empire. The low hills, dotted with the
homes of merchant princes, pass by degrees
into the jagged mountains of the far distance,
whence the sacred river Krishna and the long
Godavery water the whole eastern side of the
peninsula. So, too, the varied streams of
humanity flow in all directions from the
capital of Western India. Europeans and